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: Washmgton—Adm Stansﬂeld 'l‘umer i In early Sebtember omdals said the

STAT

unit had been in Cuba since the mxd-1970 S

“fresh ., details. on the Soyiet brigade in Y orlonger. = .7 -

Cuba, *said :yesierday? an ; ““intelligence” %, - Admiral “Turner offered fuller explana~

breakthrough" in August gave the United i jtion on the question of when, and whether,

" States persuasive evidence that. Russlan' 3* Russian combat troops indeed left Cuba

troops were back oa the island’ and in a ¥: after the 1962 missile crisls. -

- combat formation. . * il T © He sald the evidenca is that all those In
‘Addressing the Assoclation oi Former ¢ combat units departed in the 1963-1964
riod. "

p‘-.e-ln his speech President Carter saxd

 there were 20,000 Soviet military men in

»Cuba at the time of the 1952 crisis and

‘most of them were also withdrawn |{like

the ‘missiles] and we monitored their

departure.” - Those remalning, he sald,
~ were thought to be advising and training

X Cubans and doing intelligence work. -

" 'This assessment left some questions be-

‘cause of a briefing by the then-defense

-, secrelary, Robert S. McNamara, inF I‘ebru-
ry, 1883, " .o

At that time, Mr McNamara said there

were “four combat forces, roughly each

the size of a reinforced batialion” in Cuba,

There were other technicians and advisers

associated with air units and training:

Cubans {e use patrol erait and coastal de-

n.»eﬂqulpment hesaid. -+ "~ oy

-Mr McNamara put the combal TSO0N.

nel at that time at about 5,000, which he

* sald comprised a “very, very small force,”

“‘and sald there were aboul 12,000 other

Soviet outfit as consisting -of three in-
faniry battalions, a tank battalion and the
“ normal artillery, antialrcraft: and -anil-
~tank guns and support of such a unit. It
has been sald' to number 2 000- to 3,000
men. . Fap 1ot

‘the “Intelligence - breakthrough”: that
finally produced what the administration
-accepled as “persuasive evidence.” The
- modifer “persuasive”, was applied first by
‘President Carterin his Monday night
"speech. Earlier, officials had simply said*:
the combat bngade was there—its pres-
ence“conhrmed PR G S e

- The lnlelhgence cniei 'sald” the ‘detec-
tlon process was greatly ‘alded by repro-
: cessing old ‘data stored in computers and
+'once thought irrelevant. By 1978, be'said
there was “strong suspicien”. the Russians
were reintroducing combat troops ‘into
Cuba; and after the ‘August ‘conclusions?
‘were reached, it was: accepted that theY
- formation had been there al least s!nca

-.‘.‘2,_..3.
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